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Teresa and Kavita:  
two women’s lives - passionate and uncompromising –  
woven over generations by two intertwined stories.

Both women achieve their vocation in spite of serious 
personal doubts. 

in 1950, we rediscover Teresa,  the woman behind 
the myth, in a totally new dimension.

Her loss of faith inspires the wild Kavita, 
a young Canadian woman of Indian origin, to discover 
true love and compassion in today’s Kolkata.
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Synopsis

For Kavita, a spoiled modern young Indian woman living in London, love 
is an illusion. Between an unsatisfying romantic relationship, the plans of 
her parents to wed her according to Indian tradition and an unexpected  
pregnancy, Kavita is torn by inner conflicts. Should she abort or not ? 
Unable to take the radical medical step, Kavita decides to return to her  
birthplace, in order to find solace in the arms of Deepali, her now very old 
nanny, who took care of her as a child. Deepali had herself been adopted as 
a child by Mother Teresa when she started her work in the slums, in 1948. 
As Deepali tells the stories of her past, Kavita re-lives the beginnings  
of Teresa in the slums of Calcutta.

For the young Mother Teresa, her life gets dramatically changed when she 
hears the voice of Jesus: he orders her to go work for the poor in the slums. 
She doesn’t dispute this ordeal, as her love for Jesus and her compassion  
for the disabled and the poor mean everything. Following the call, she 
turns her back to her previous life and devotes herself to the poor in the 
slums of Calcutta. But soon after creating her new order, the “Missionaries 
of Charity”, Teresa can’t hear the voice of her beloved Jesus anymore.  
She feels more and more abandoned by her lover, her husband, her guide… 
She doubts the very existence of God. She loses faith. 

Hiding her torment behind the smiling face of the faithful, Teresa was  
in doubts for the rest of her life; but she nevertheless continued her work, 
with a total dedication to the poorest of the poor. An act of faith in itself. 
She only shared her loss by writing to a couple of confessors, letters that 
were made public only after her death, letters that Kavita learns about  
in present time. 

The real human story of Mother Teresa inspires Kavita positively about  
how to go on with her pregnancy, her life, her lovers and her family.  She 
discovers compassion. She finds happiness.
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Karen David (as Kavita)

Karen Shenaz David is an Indian-Canadian actress, 
singer and songwriter, best known for portraying 
Princess Isabella Maria Lucia Elizabetta of  
Valencia in ABC’s ‘Galavant’, as well as Francesca  
Cesca Montoya in the BBC television series  
Waterloo Road, and Layla in the American action 
film ‘The Scorpion King 2: Rise of a Warrior’. 
She plays Princess Jasmine (from Aladdin) in the  
American television series ‘Once Upon a Time’.
She is currently seen in the tv series ‘Criminal 
Minds’, ‘Timeless’ and ‘Barry’; and also in the 
forthcoming feature ‘In Heaven’s Hands’.
Karen is also active in Charity work (Designers 
Against Aids, SOS Children’s Villages Foundation, 
Breast cancer awareness).
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Jacqueline Fritschi-Cornaz
(as Teresa)

An actress and producer of Swiss origin with  
over thirty years of acting experience, Jacqueline 
has appeared in theatre productions, television 
soaps, commercials and short films. She has worked 
with Klaus Maria Brandauer, M.K. Lewis, John  
Costopoulos, Elisabeth Kemp, Susan Batson and 
Bettina Lohmeyer. She is multilingual and has 
had extensive training in method acting, dance 
and vocals.
The confrontation with poverty during her  
first visit to India was shocking for Jacqueline.  
She initiated the Kavita & Teresa charity film and is 
significantly involved in the movie’s development 
and fundraising.
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Deepti Naval (as Deepali)

is an American Indian actress, very famous in  
India, who made her debut in the year 1980 with  
Ek Baar Phir, for which she won her first Best  
Actor award, and has since appeared in more than 
90 films, the most recent one being the acclaimed 
Oscar nominated ‘Lion’ and the BBC tv movie 
‘The Boy With The Topknot’.
Deepti’s major contribution has been in the area  
of art cinema, winning critical acclaim for her  
sensitive and close to life characters that empha-
zised the changing role of women in India.
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Note from Kamal Musale (Writer-director)

This movie is about compassion and wants to inspire audiences worldwide with positive 
values such as kindness, respect and love, in contrast to the constant exposure to wars 
and intolerance.

The story has been extensively researched and reveals Mother Teresa in a largely 
unknown fashion: as a woman suffering from her soul’s darkness. In 1946, she heard the 
voice of Jesus, who told her to go work in the slums with the poor. Jesus spoke to her for  
another 2 years, the time it took Teresa to convince the hierarchy of the Church to let  
her leave the convent for what she considered her life’s mission. 

But soon after she started working in the slums Jesus stopped talking to her. She felt 
abandoned. After a few years, she doubted the existence of Jesus, of God, and of an after-
life. She eventually lost faith, for the rest of her life, and told no-one about it.

Except to her confessors, to whom she shared her turmoil and pain. These letters have 
been made public after her death by one of her confessor. What drives you to work for  
the poor for so long , when you have lost faith ? Her confessions have provided a unique 
way to understand her passion.

Our story on Mother Teresa concentrates on a period of 12 years: from the first time 
when she hears the voice of Jesus and starts her work in the slums of Kolkata in 1948, 
up to the moment when she realizes she has lost faith in God. In this epochal drama, 
we don’t meet a Saint, but a real and vulnerable woman who is struggling with the 
feeling of abandonment. 

To make Teresa’s example relevant today, I chose to discover her through the eyes of 
a modern young woman, living in today’s western society. Thus Kavita’s character was 
created. She is going through a similar pain in her life - the abandon of her boy-friend 
while she’s getting pregnant - and therefore relates to Terera’s own life, which she is  
able to help us connect with. 

Kavita represents the vibrant quest for meaning of a younger generation. 

The Kavita’s story also conveys the controversial and actual theme of abortion, and 
how one can  deal with it. Kavita’s dilemma is that although she is pro-choice, she is 
confronted to another reality with the poor in Kolkata, which cast doubts about what  
she should do with her pregancy. Whatever the outcome, this experience nevertheless 
allows her to fully accept who she is, to love herself, and opens the door for compassion 
in her life.

It is also important to specify that our movie has no political nor religious agenda. 
It aims to create emotions, and this might help audience to form their own opinions.

The Swiss-Indian filmmaker Kamal Musale is a writer-director graduate of 
the National Film and Television School in England; he has made over 30 
short, feature and documentary films that have been showcased at festivals 
worldwide, including Cannes and Locarno. 

His previous movie ‘Bumbai Bird’, an Hindi feature Swiss Indian coproduc-
tion won the Best Indie Film at the European Cinematography Awards and 
best screenplay at the Indian Cine Film Festival in 2017. His feature docu-
mentary, ‘Millions Can Walk’, co-directed with Christophe Schaub won the 
best documentary (German Star) of at the Stuttgart Indian International 
Film Festival in 2014. His new film ‘Curry Western’, a dark comedy shot in 
India and UK, is set for a release this year. 

His Swiss company, Les Films du Lotus Sàrl, is now developing three feature 
films in coproduction with his Indian company Curry Western Productions 
Pvt Ltd. 

Kamal is also the founder of eurindiamedia (representative of the European 
Film Commission Network in India) with Peacefulfish in Berlin, and of the 
Swiss Indian Film Bridge, a network plateform for production exchanges 
between Switzerland and India.

Kamal Musale
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Jounalist:“What can 
we do to promote 
world peace? 
Mother Teresa:  Go home and 
love your family.” 

The Movie’s Message
The underlying message of the film is relevant to today’s global and heterogeneous  
audience: As the world becomes a smaller place and there is an increase in crime, wars 
and intolerance, the other end of the spectrum – kindness, consideration and caring  
for fellow human beings – is on a downward spiral.

The film’s ambition is to inspire people to understand what the real values in life  
are – compassion, respect and love, not just on the surface but within the family and  
the environment. 

In fact, after winning the Nobel Prize, Mother Teresa was asked by a journalist,  
“What can we do to promote world peace?” Her reply was simple: “Go home and love 
your family!”
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• The Zariya Foundation was created in 2010 in 
Switzerland, followed by the Zariya Trust in 
India, and by a tax exemption scheme in the US. 
It intends to raise up to $ 4 Mio. to finance the 
making of a major motion picture based on the 
vision and key messages of Mother Teresa. 
 

• Apart from the cost of production, the film is  
a non-profit venture, and the film proceeds will 
go to charitable institutions and foundations  
that work for the poor, the sick and abandoned 
or handicapped children. 

• The assurance and advisory company Ernst 
& Young has been retained as auditor of the 
foundation.

Impact
Your donation makes you a part of this sustainably unique and far-reaching project.  
Each dollar that the film generates has the effect of an ever widening ripple in the  
sea of improvement, amelioration and betterment. The simple act of your donation  
is enough to constantly and continuously affect the lives of thousands. 

Our goals: 
1. Inspire a global audience to create and work towards a personal goal and to  
stick with it through times of hardship.

2. Improve the condition of the underprivileged. All proceeds generated by the  
film will support grassroots programs and foundations that work for the destitute, 
the sick, the disabled and orphans, uplifting the standards of healthcare and  
education for those who need it the most.

3. Advance Mother Teresa’s vision for every individual to live compassion, respect, 
and love in their daily lives; a phrase she succinctly termed ‘Love in Action’.

The Zariya 
Foundation
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Donor’s incentives
The Zariya Foundation is grateful for 
every donation.

For $ 20‘000 and more:
1. Donor credit in the film and on the website.

For $ 100’000 and more:
1. Donor credit in the film and on the 
 website/events;
2. Invitation for 2 persons to the opening 
 night in your home country.

For $ 250‘000 and more:
1. Associate Producer credit in the film and 
 on the website/events;
2. A visit for 2 persons on the film set during 
 the shooting in Kolkata, India, a city tour 
 and visit of the Mother House (International 
 Headquarter, founded by Mother Teresa), 
 or an invitation for  

2 Pers. to the International Premiere.
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The Zariya Foundation Team:
Thierry Cagianut

President of the Zariya Foundation and a Partner with Baldi & Caratsch. His preferred 
areas of work are: Private clients, inheritance law, disputes in the area of company and 
contract law, administration proceedings before federal authorities in the area of finance, 
international legal aid in criminal cases, debt recovery and insolvency law, labor law, mo-
vies and entertainment. The President of the Zariya Foundation has 15 years’ experience in 
the New York movie industry and has produced international award-winning movies such 
as «Henry Fool» (Best Screenplay Award at the Cannes Film Festival 1998).

Richard Fritschi
Member of the Zariya Foundation’s Council and an entrepreneur with over 20 years’ 
experience in leading positions with international companies, largely in the medtech 
industry. He is on the Executive Board of various public-sector and private organizations 
including the Swiss-Indian Chamber of Commerce.

Michele Caratsch
Member of the Zariya Foundation’s Council and a Partner with Baldi & Caratsch. His pre-
ferred areas of work are: International trade disputes and arbitration, disputes in the area 
of fraud prevention and asset recovery, economic criminal law, debt recovery and insolven-
cy law, company law, corporate mergers and acquisitions, banking and stock exchange 
law, project financing and privatizations in Eastern Europe and the CIS states, labor law. 

Anaita Daruvala
Anaita has been overseeing the Mother Teresa project from the start. She headed a  
charitable organization in India, built up the Zariya Charitable Trust India, and  
organized a tax exemption for Indian donors. She is currently responsible for inter- 
national fundraising and PR development.
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“Do not wait for 
leaders, do it alone;
person to person.” 	

	 	 							Mother	Teresa

Current Status
 ✤
• After having written the screenplay, Kamal Musale has been entrusted by  

The Zariya Foundation to carry out the movie’s direction and production. 

• A few scenes were shot in Kolkata in 2018 in order to show a pilot to donors. 

• The international fundraising campaign for the required $ 4 Mio. takes place  
the whole year 2018. 

• The shooting will take place in 2019 in India and Europe. 

• The premiere will be held in 2020 at an International Film Festival  
(e.g. The Berlinale) and will be released at Mother Teresa’s 110th birthday  
in August 2020. 
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Financial Plan
The financial needs of $ 4 Mio. to make the charity film shall be raised via donations.

We invite 200 people around the world donating $ 20’000 to cover the total cost  
of $ 4 Mio. to make the film. Smaller donations are, of course, welcome. Swiss, Indian 
and U.S. donors will benefit from tax exemption in their country.

A few individuals (5-10 people) are expected to donate a bigger amount as they have 
already pronounced their interest and support.  

All donors can choose from the 3 different methods to pay or guarantee the agreed 
amounts: 

1. Pay directly to the Zariya Foundation account. 
    Credit Suisse AG, 8070 Zurich IBAN: CH02 0483 5160 1252 0100 0

2. Pay on an escrow account, until the $ 4 Mio. is guaranteed.
 
3. Give a written guarantee to pay the agreed amount on first  
    demand to Zariya Foundation. 

   

Budget
Summary $ US

Shooting in India, with Indian Cast (8 weeks)  1’650’000    

Shooting in Europe, without cast (2 weeks) 640’000

Post-Production Europe / India (8 months) 1’000’000    

Cast outside India 450’000

Direction, Production  260’000

Total 4’000’000
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“If you can’t feed 
a hundred people, 

then feed just one.” 
	 	 Mother	Teresa

Distribution
We plan that the film will premiere at an international Film Festival (e.g. Berlinale) in 
2020. This will help our international sales agents to propose the movie to distributors 
for a worldwide cinema release. It will then be sold to international broadcasters, by  
territories, in different languages.

The movie will be released for Mother Teresa’s 110th anniversary in August 2020.  
It will then be available online, over a dedicated website, to ensure that all revenues  
do go to charity. People from all over the world will be able to watch the film for a  
very small fee, and experience that it takes very little to make a positive change.  
The audience can donate more after watching it, to support the charity effort.

To gather a huge audience online, a campaign on social media (Facebook, Twitter,  
Instagram, Google+, Youtube, Linkedln, Tumblr) will precede and follow the release  
of the movie online. We shall forge a partnership with a leading agency for internet 
marketing, that will design a campaign which aims to create a large community made 
of different individuals, groups and associations worldwide on a long term basis. 

The distribution of the movie will therefore be established in a very long-term and  
sustainable fashion, ensuring profits and social impact from the donations.
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Where do the film revenues go?
The film proceeds support the poor, sick, and orphaned or handicapped 
children in India - in education and health care - through different  
organisations:

Deepalaya, Delhi (www.deepalaya.org)
Deepalaya strongly believes that differently abled children can learn to lead 
a normal life if they have effective access to services like early identification, 
intervention, education, vocational training, employment opportunities  
and the availability of aids and appliances.

Genesis Foundation, Gurgaon (www.genesis-foundation.net)
facilitates medical treatment for critically ill under-privileged children 
suffering with Congenital Heart Defects. The support required in the said 
critical illness varies from specific surgeries, Cath Lab Interventions along 
with recovery and recuperation post-surgery. We, Save Little Hearts. 

Gemini Foundation, Mumbai (www.geminifoundation.org.in)
Gemini Foundation focuses on following areas with support from partner 
organisations and NGOs: Educational empowerment and support with  
vocational training for underprivileged children.

Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences, (KISS) Bhubaneswar (https://kiss.ac.in)
Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences  is an organization dedicated to provide holis-
tic quality education to 27000 tribal children to eliminate poverty and hunger.

Spread a Smile India, Delhi (Facebook: Spreadasmileindia)
Spread A Smile India works towards the overall improvement of one of the 
most vulnerable sections of our society; with approximately 240 destitute child-
ren between 3 and 17, that live on the streets and beg at traffic lights in Dehi.

The assurance and advisory company Ernst & Young has been retained as  
the auditor of the Zariya Foundation to ensure complete transparency in the 
donations’ waterfall.
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The Missionaries of Charity today comprise 
about 5000 Sisters worldwide who work 
tirelessly setting up homes and hospices 
for the sick, suffering, disabled, abandoned 
and dying. They also help the poor and  
homeless, drug addicts, alcoholics, criminals, 
refugees and victims of natural disasters.

Mother Teresa

1910 Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu is born on August 26th in Skopje.

1946 Inspiration Day. Hears the voice of God commanding her to leave 

 her job as a teacher and serve the poorest of the poor.

1950 Receives permission from the Vatican to establish her

 congregation the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta, India.

1952 - 64 Establishes homes for the dying, for abandoned and handicapped

 children and patients afflicted with leprosy all over India.

1965 Opens a home in Venezuela; the first of many outside India

1979 Awarded the Nobel peace prize.

1997 Steps down as head of the Missionaries of Charity and passes

 away 6 months later from heart complications.

2003 Blessed Mother Teresa is beatified by Pope John Paul II.

2010 Birth Centenary. The Zariya Foundation plans a tribute film.

2016 Canonization of Saint Teresa by Pope Francis.

The Missionaries 
of Charity
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Title:  Kavita & Teresa
Genre: Melodramatic biopic
Length: 120 min.
Budget:  $✤4 Mio.✤✤✤
Writer, director: Kamal Musale
Shooting dates:  Fall 2019
Release:  2020
Locations:  India, Europe 
Producer: Les Films du Lotus | Switzerland
Co-producers: Curry Western Movies | India
 Zariya Foundation | Switzerland
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Zariya Foundation

Baldi & Caratsch, Zeltweg 44, 

8032 Zurich|Switzerland 

Tel: +41-44-250.25.25

Les Film du Lotus Sàrl

Rue de la Clergère 2

1800 Vevey|Switzerland

Tel: +41-21-923.63.63

Curry Western Movies Pvt Ltd

Laxmi Paradise B-905, Laxmi Park

401107 Mumbai|India

Tel: +91-96.1967.555.78

www.kavitateresa.film


